POETRY FROM CAREW TO DORSET

SIR JOHN SUCKLING (1609-42)

Only a few of Suckling's poems appeared in his lifetime. His
first play, Aglaura, was pub. in folio in 1638; another play, The
Discontented Colonel^ was pub. in 1640, and in 1646 with a different
title as Brennoralt. The delightful Ballad upon a Wedding was first
printed in Wifs Recreation^ a miscellany pub, in 1640. All his works
of any importance were included in a vol. called Fragmenta Aurea,
A collection of the Incomparable Pieces written by Sir John Suckling
(1646). This includes his poems, letters, three plays (the two men-
tioned above and The Goblins], and a tract on Socinianism. It was
rptd. as The Works of Sir John Suckling several times in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. In 1836 appeared Selections from
the Works of Sir John Suckling, with a life by Alfred Inigo Suckling.
An ed. of the Poems, Plays, etc., by W, C. Hazlitt appeared in
1874. Modern edd. include The Works in prose and verse, ed. A.
Hamilton Thompson, 1910, and the Poems (Haworth Press, 1933).
The text of the Poems is included in R. G, Howarth's Minor Poets
of the Seventeenth Century (Ev. Lib.).

There is a Life of Suckling by A. I. Suckling prefixed to his
Selections of 1836, a valuable article by T. Seccombe in the D.N.B.,
and criticism by F. W. Moorman in G.H.E.L., VIII. i.

THOMAS RANDOLPH (1605-35)

Randolph, one of the most promising and admired of early
seventeenth-century poets, pub. in 1630 two "shows53 acted at
Cambridge called Aristippus; or the Joiiall Philosopher and T/ie Con-
ceited Peddler and the Comedy (also acted at Cambridge) called
The Jealous Lovers (1632). Three other plays by him were per-
formed in his lifetime: Hey for Honesty, an adaptation from Aristo*
phanes, performed at Cambridge; Th? Entertainment,, known later
as The Musis Looking Glass,, and Amyntas, his beautiful pastoral
play, both performed in London in 1630. In 1638 his brother pub*
an ed. of his Poems with the Muses* Looking-Glasse and Amyntasi this
ed. was rptd, several times in the seventeenth century. Hey for
Honesty appeared in 1651. An ed. of the Poetical and Dramatic
Works,, ed. W. C. Hazlitt (2 vols.) appeared in 1875, and a very
scholarly modern ed. of the Poems and Amyntas by J. J, Parry (Yale
and O.U.P.j 19*7)- There is also an excellent and beautifully
printed ed, of the Poems by G. Thorn Drury (Haslewood Books,
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